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artillery fire. Direct fire should only be used
when it is impossible to use indirect fire on
account of the nature of the ground in the
vicinity.

Indirect fire from the reverse slope of a hill
has the advantage of concealing the guns and
rendering them immune from artillery fire. The
position must be carefully selected with due
regard to the slope in its relation to fire from
the enemy as laid down in chap. ii. p. 67, of
Training Manuals Appendix, 1905. The best
position is just below the crest of a steep slope,
as observation of fire is rendered easier and the
effect of shrapnel minimised. The safety of the
infantry in front will depend entirely on the
range, height of the guns above the infantry,
and the position of the target (enemy). On
level ground the range must not be less than
800 yards,[A] and the infantry will be perfectly
safe at all distances between 200 yards from
the guns and 200 yards from the enemy. (See
table, Appendix A.) The methods of employing
indirect fire have been given at the end of
Chapter II., and its success will depend largely
upon the careful observation of fire by the
section commanders, who must concentrate
their attention on this alone—the battery commander
giving the signal for opening and ceasing
fire, and the target or direction of fire for each
section. Machine guns used as covering fire have
ample time for preparation; and as ranges can
be accurately taken, and great deliberation used











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Machine-gun_tactics_(IA_machineguntactic00appl).pdf/127&oldid=11123072"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 24 March 2021, at 02:50
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 24 March 2021, at 02:50.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








