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must be suited to the country in which the operations
are to take place.

In the majority of cases it will be found that
the usual transport of the country is the most
suitable, and a tripod-mounted gun can be
adapted to almost any form of carriage. In
mountainous open country such as the North-West
Frontier of India mules or ponies are
suitable; in the desert the camel has been used;
while in the forests of East Africa machine guns
have been carried by porters on their heads,
strapped on their backs, or slung beneath a pole
by two men. Whatever method is adopted, it is
essential that the gun can be brought into action
easily and quickly, and that it is at least as
mobile as the troops it accompanies.

The operations in Somaliland in 1901-4 are
an excellent example of one of our typical small
wars, and will serve to illustrate the use of
machine guns against a savage enemy in a bush
country.

The camel is the transport animal of the
country and riding camels were used to carry
the machine guns with the infantry of the
force. In the first expedition, under Lieut-Colonel
Swayne, there were three Maxim guns—two
of which were ·450 bore and one a ·303.
On June 2nd, 1901, Captain McNeil, who was
left in zareba at Smala to guard the live stock,
was attacked by about 3,000 Somalis, who increased
to about 5,000 on the 3rd. His force
consisted of three British officers and 500 native
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