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only 370 of whom were armed with rifles. There
were about 3,500 camels, 100 horses, and some
cattle and goats in a separate zareba from the
men who were above and able to command it.
The Maxim, under Lieutenant Younghusband
and served by Somalis, was placed on a cairn of
stones at the top of the men's zareba and commanded
a good field of fire all round. The
ground was fairly open all round, and clear of
bushes for about 150 yards from the zareba.
Before the camels could be driven in, the enemy's
horsemen appeared and threatened to capture
a large head of camels, to prevent which a section
under a Jemada was sent out to try to keep
off the enemy until these camels could be driven
in. Captain McNeil says: "I supported him by
turning the Maxim on the nearest horseman
. . . .
Some of the horsemen had got round by
now a good way out, but by keeping the
Maxim on them, supported by long-range volleys
from the Punjabis, we did much to check
them."[A]

On June 3rd at about 9 a.m. a very large
force of footmen attacked in one long line
several ranks deep and enveloped the south
and west sides of both zarebas. They came on
at a steady pace and opened fire at about 400
yards. Fire was reserved until the enemy were
at about 500 yards range, when heavy fire was
opened by both rifles and Maxim, with the
result that no one got within 150 yards of the
zareba, though they advanced most pluckily.
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