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should be avoided unless the range is accurately
known, as the risk of disclosing the position of
the gun and the expenditure of ammunition
involved will rarely be justified by results.

6. It is very important that fire should not
be opened until there is a reasonable probability
of obtaining the desired result. A section commander
must have a thorough knowledge of the
capabilities of his guns to enable him to decide
when he is justified in opening fire.

7. Machine guns should as a rule only open
fire upon targets which are sufficiently large
and dense to promise an adequate return for
the ammunition expended. Special circumstances
may, however, warrant the opening of
fire upon less favourable targets. When a
machine-gun commander has decided to open
fire, the ammunition necessary to secure the
results sought should be expended without
hesitation.

8. If there is no satisfactory indication of
effect, and no special justification for firing
at long range exists, it will usually be better
to withdraw from action and to await opportunities
for effective intervention.

9. A machine-gun commander should be given
definite orders as to his action, but should be
allowed full liberty, within the limits assigned
to the commander of the body of troops with
whom he is co-operating, in carrying out his
orders. He should be kept informed of all
changes and developments of the situation
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