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enterprise are essential to the effective handling
of machine guns.

10. Machine guns will usually be sufficiently
protected by the dispositions of the troops
with whom they are acting. Should a machine-gun
commander find himself in an exposed
position, he should consult the nearest infantry
commander, who is responsible for providing
a suitable escort, if in his opinion one is necessary.

11. When a machine gun is in action only
those numbers required to work the gun should
be with it. Spare numbers, when not employed
as range-finders, ground scouts, ammunition-carriers,
or on similar duties, should be in
covered positions in the vicinity. Groups of
men close to machine guns do not facilitate the
working of the gun, and make a vulnerable
target.

The limbered wagons will be unloaded in
positions where they are screened from the
enemy's fire and observation.

The commander of the machine-gun section
will select a covered position for his small-arm
ammunition cart, as close to his guns as possible.
(see Section 174).


Choice of Fire Positions

1. Reconnaissance is of special importance
in the handling of machine guns. Before bringing
his guns into action the brigade machine-gun
officer if the machine guns are brigaded,
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