
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Machine-gun tactics (IA machineguntactic00appl).pdf/37

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
automatic fire will be rare and momentary.
Until this standard has been reached a machine-gun
detachment cannot be considered fit to
begin tactical training. The Japanese in the
late war were obliged to improvise the detachments
for their hastily acquired machine guns;
and Captain Matsuda, who commanded the
machine guns with Prince Kanin's Cavalry
Brigade, says: "Whereas at the battle of Peu-si-*lau
on October 12th we had some trouble after
firing 1,800 rounds, on March 3rd the guns of
one section after firing 11,000 rounds continued
to work perfectly. The gunners were absolutely
familiar with their weapons." Lieut.-General Sir
C. J. Burnett, K.C.B., remarked: "Like a good
chauffeur, the Japanese machine gunner knows
all the peculiarities of the weapon he fires and
can tell almost by instinct when anything is
going wrong." It is almost superfluous to say
that the men of the machine-gun detachment
must never be changed or taken for any other
work. Nothing has been said of the necessity for
training the detachment in the all-important
duties of scouting, range-taking, and horse-mastership
during this period, but of course
they are vital to ultimate success and must not
be neglected.

Range practices will follow, and the peculiarities
of the gun and its fire effect must be carefully
taught during this period. The use of
traversing and sweeping fire, combined sights,
and observation of fire and the use of deliberate
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