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of energy. On the sick-bed, therefore, short
times of encouragement and sympathy, periods
not long enough to exhaust the scanty stores
of energy, are precious; and if the physician be
jealous—as it has been said—of the priest, it is
lest he should expend these stores more in
priestly functions than in 'angels' visits'
of love and hope which would unite and
reinforce the vacillating and fading forces.
Thus also prayer at the bedside and the short
communions should be of love and hope,
not particular requests for material relief or
cure. The kindly physician himself may be a
vehicle of much of this encouragement; but—as
I said to you before—he should avoid
even the semblance of attending to anything
beside his own business of material aid and
general human sympathy. The most pious
patient, openly or inwardly, resents the divided
mind. The instinct of self-preservation is not
lost even in those nearest to God.

So when all is said and done on this
subject I fear that matters for me remain
much where they were before; but they may
lead to a more intimate understanding of
the several parts of the spiritual and the
medical visitors, and to a completer sympathy
between them. If still it be urged that an
imposing ceremony may, by a measure of the
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