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and certainly in the cure of diseases that
are primarily diseases of mind or character,
the doctor should welcome the minister of
religion as a valuable ally. In fact none can
doubt that the minister of religion can bring
a power to bear on the mind of a patient,
which the doctor cannot.

Whatever his own personal belief may be,
the medical man can of course only view
religion from a philosophic or ethical stand-*point.
It is difficult for him to concern himself
with dogma. The clergyman can help by
administering suggestions of hope and encouragement.
These suggestions can and do often
come from other sources with equal results, but
I think by virtue of his office the clergyman
is specially qualified for the work.

There can be no doubt that cures of
certain kinds of diseases have been effected
by Christian Science and kindred faith-healing
cults, all of which cures come under the head
of healing by suggestion. I do not think
that healing disease by suggestion is specially
a Christian work, it can be achieved in many
ways. But I think the average medical man
likely to be more willing to seek the aid of a
duly accredited minister of religion than a
so-called 'Spiritual Healer' who is subject to
no authority. But above and beyond all this
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