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And still as the growth increases there is the
lurking certainty ever protruding itself that
after all the surgeon was right, and the days
are slipping by. Would that friends could
be true and friends indeed, and not in ignorance
hinder these circumstances, not mere blind
leaders of the blind.

It is here if anywhere the enlightened
clergyman and the surgeon may join hands
for the good of spirit and body. And then
when a decision has been arrived at calmly
and deliberately, and the time of the operation
has been fixed, there is still work for both the
minister and the surgeon to do. A quiet talk
and prayer the evening before the ordeal, how
it has often soothed the trembling soul, and
invoked a night of rest and refreshment,
enabling the patient to meet the trials of the
morning calm, because mentally and physically
there has been repose.

And the surgeon with his cheering word,
and the anæsthetist with his quiet reassuring
manner and conversation, both tend to allay
any fresh alarm at that which is perhaps the
most trying moment of all—the placing oneself
unreservedly in the hands of the operator.

Surely, surely here is a period when the
efforts of the spiritual are to crown the success
of the material.

And then, observe how the quiet and
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