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at the present time his treatment is sought
chiefly by those to whom medical methods can
offer no further hope of cure.

It has been indicated already that the first
great difficulty experienced by a medical man,
in discussing such a treatment as Spiritual
Healing, is the definition of terms. Accustomed
to deal with more or less concrete facts, a
doctor has some sort of mental picture of
an infectious disease, as the reaction of the
physical body to the invasion of a germ or its
poison; he can see and feel a tumour, and
determine its relation to anatomical structures,
though he may not know as yet the cause of
its growth; he has learnt by experience the
results of the removal of new growths.

In the region of the mind also he has
investigated many phenomena; he is able to
attribute many insane states to toxic influences;
he has studied to some extent diseases
known as 'functional'—a class that is
becoming numerically less with the advance
of knowledge; but he is not able to grasp
to the same extent the meaning of the word
'Spirit.' The medical man recognises in many
cases the influence of the temperament or
character of the patient upon the course of the
disease, and would prefer to treat one who
takes a hopeful view of the future; just as he
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