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MRS. SIDDONS.



thing like joy, that it appears like a dream to me, and
I believe I shall not be able quite to convince myself
that this is real till I am present 'to attend the
triumph and partake the gale.' I am all anxiety and
impatience to hear the effect of Hamlet. It is a tremendous
undertaking for so young a creature, and
where so perfect a model has been so long contemplated.
I was frightened when I yesterday received
information of it. Oh! I hope to God he will get well
through it. Adieu, dear Muse."

Henry Siddons soon quitted the stage, married a
Miss Murray, daughter of an actor, and herself an
actress, and in 1808 became manager of the Edinburgh
Theatre.

The death of her daughter Maria was the first
serious grief Mrs. Siddons had known. We have
touched on Lawrence the painter's proposal to her,
and the transference of his affection, after a short
engagement, to her sister Sarah. Mrs. Siddons did
everything she could to soften the blow to the poor
deserted girl. We find her writing in desperation to
her old friend Tate Wilkinson:—

"My plans for the summer are so arranged that I
have no chance of the pleasure of seeing you. The
illness of my second daughter has deranged all
schemes of pleasure as well as profit. I thank God
she is better; but the nature of her constitution is
such that it will be long ere we can reasonably banish
the fear of an approaching consumption. It is dreadful
to see an innocent, lovely young creature daily
sinking under the languor of illness, which may terminate
in death at last, in spite of the most vigilant
tenderness. A parent's misery under this distress you
can more easily imagine than I can describe; but if
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