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WESTBOURNE FARM.
233


round the theatre, "Good people, let me pass; I am
Sarah Siddons," and of the mob immediately falling
back to make way for the dignified Queen of Tragedy.
The whole business disheartened and saddened her,
however. "I have not always met gratitude in a play-house,"
Garrick said, and she but repeated his words with a sigh. She wrote to her daughter-in-law, Mrs. Henry Siddons:—



"Octr. Jubilee Day, 
"Westbourne Farm, 









"My Dear Harriet,

"Paddington.


"Mrs. Sterling has kindly undertaken to deliver
a parcel to you, which consists of a Book directed to
you at Westbourne, and a little Toy apiece for my dear
little Girls. I would give you an account of our
Theatrical Situation if my right hand were not so weak
that it is with difficulty that I hold my pen—I believe
you saw it blistered at Liverpool, and I am sorry to
say it is but little better for everything I have try'd to
strengthen it. However, the papers give, as I understand,
a tolerably accurate account of this barbarous
outrage to decency and reason, which is a National disgrace: where it will end, Heaven knows, and it is now
generally thought, I believe, that it will not end without
the interference of Government, and, if they have
any recollection of the riots of the year '80, it is
wonderful they have let it go thus far. I think it very
likely that I shall not appear any more this season, for
nothing shall induce me to place myself again in so
painful and so degrading a situation. Oh, how glad
am I that you and my dear Harry are out of it all! I
long to hear how you are going on; tell me very soon
that you are all well and prosperous, and happy. I
find Mr. Harris is going to leave his house in Marlbro'
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