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MRS. SIDDONS.



by a removal from my very indifferent and inconvenient
dressing-room to one on the stage-floor,
instead of climbing a long staircase; and this room
(oh, unexpected happiness!) had been Garrick's
dressing-room. It is impossible to conceive my gratification
when I saw my own figure in the self-same
glass which had so often reflected the face and form of
that unequalled genius—not, perhaps, without some
vague, fanciful hope of a little degree of inspiration
from it."

For eight nights the play was acted, and still every
time she appeared the tide of popular favour ran
higher. The box office was besieged by people wanting
tickets, and the most ridiculous stories were told of
the crush. Two old men stationed themselves to play
chess outside at all hours, so as to secure tickets.
Footmen lay stretched out asleep from dawn to buy
places for their mistresses. Years afterwards, when at
a great meeting at Edinburgh, Mrs. Siddons' health
was proposed, Sir Walter Scott described the scene on
one of those far-famed nights: the breakfasting near
the theatre, waiting the whole day, the crushing at the
doors at six o'clock, the getting in and counting their
fingers till seven. But the very first step, the first
word she uttered, was sufficient to overpay everyone
their weariness. The house was then electrified, and
it was only from witnessing the effects of her genius
that one could guess to what a pitch theatrical excellence
may be carried. "Those young fellows," added
Sir Walter, "who have only seen the setting sun of
this distinguished performer, beautiful and serene as it
is, must give us old fellows, who have seen its rise,
leave to hold our heads a little higher."

After Isabella, the actress appeared in Murphy's
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