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MRS. SIDDONS.



for seats in the pit and gallery; but after the first
night the enthusiasm seemed to die away, and Mrs.
Crawford, at Crow Street Theatre, who had been
completely dethroned by Mrs. Siddons in London,
now boldly ventured to come forward in opposition to
her rival, and, to her own astonishment, as well as that
of everyone else, soon commanded larger houses. The
critics also soon began their attacks, taking the form
of ridicule, a method of warfare very trying to a person
of her proud, sensitive nature.

"On Saturday, Mrs. Siddons, about whom all the
world has been talking, exposed her beautiful, adamantine,
soft, and comely person, for the first time, in the
Theatre Royal, Smock Alley. The house was crowded
with hundreds more than it could hold, with thousands
of admiring spectators that went away without a sight.
She was nature itself; she was the most exquisite work
of art. Several fainted, even before the curtain drew
up. The fiddlers in the orchestra blubbered like
hungry children crying for their bread and butter;
and when the bell rang for music between the acts,
the tears ran from the bassoon player's eyes in such
showers that they choked the finger-stops, and, making
a spout of the instrument, poured in such a torrent
upon the first fiddler's book, that, not seeing the overture
was in two sharps, the leader of the band actually
played in two flats; but the sobs and sighs of the
groaning audience, and the noise of the corks drawn
from the smelling-bottles, prevented the mistake being
discovered. The briny pond in the pit was three feet
deep, and the people that were obliged to stand upon
the benches, were in that position up to their ankles in
tears. An Act of Parliament against her playing will
certainly pass, for she has infected the volunteers, and
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