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78
NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS



—Browning's—in technique—that is, in rushing rhythms and ingenious rhymes. It is an incredible success, with no hint of a tour-de-force performance. Its content, too, is worthy of the metrical achievement. I will lay the proof before the competent reader in an extract or two from this remarkable accomplishment:




The last sweet notes the piper blew
Were heard by the people far and wide;

And one by one and two by two
They flocked to the mountain-side.


Some came, of course, intensely sad,

And some came looking fiercely mad,

And some came singing solemn hymns,

And some came showing shapely limbs,

And some came bearing the tops of yews,

And some came wearing wooden shoes,

And some came saying what they would do,

And some came praying (and loudly too),

And all for what? Can you not infer?

A-searching and lurching for the Pied Piper,

And the boys and girls he had taken away.

And all were ready now to pay

Any amount that he should say.






So begins the Sequel. Another passage, near the end, will indicate the trend of the story:






The years passed by, as years will do,
When trouble is the master,

And always strives to bring to view
A new and worse disaster;
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