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THE PRESENT RENAISSANCE
93



O Southland! my Southland!
O birthland! do not shirk

The toilsome task, nor respite ask,
But gird you for the work.

Remember, remember
That weakness stalks in pride;

That he is strong who helps along
The faint one at his side.





For pure lyric beauty and exquisite pathos, Wordsworthian in both respects, but no hint of imitation, the following stanzas may be set, without disadvantage to them, by the side of any in our literature:









The glory of the day was in her face,

The beauty of the night was in her eyes,

And over all her loveliness, the grace

Of Morning blushing in the early skies.


And in her voice, the calling of the dove;

Like music of a sweet, melodious part.

And in her smile, the breaking light of love;

And all the gentle virtues in her heart.


And now the glorious day, the beauteous night,

The birds that signal to their mates at dawn,

To my dull ears, to my tear-blinded sight

Are one with all the dead, since she is gone.






Yet one other poem of this fine singer's I will give, selecting from not a few that press for the
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