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Arduous labors in other fields than poetry threaten to silence Mr. Johnson’s muse, and that is to be regretted.


 





2. Charles Bertram Johnson




School-teacher, preacher, poet—this is Charles Bertram Johnson of Missouri. And in Missouri there is no voice more [image: ]Charles Bertram Johnson tuneful, no artistry in song any finer, than his. Nor in so bold an assertion am I forgetting the sweet voice and exquisite artistry of Sarah Teasdale. Mr. Johnson’s art is not unlike hers in all that makes hers most charming. Only there is not so much of his that attains to perfection of form. On pages 52 and 63 were given two of his quatrain poems. These were of his people. But a lyric poet should sing himself. That is of the essence of lyric poetry. In so singing, however, the poet reveals not only his individual life, but that of his race to the view of the world. Another quatrain poem, personal in form, may be accepted as of racial interpretation:
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