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120
NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS




I am an Agnostic.

I accept nothing without questioning.

It is my inherent right and duty

To ask the reason why.

To accept without a reason

Is to debase one’s humanity

And destroy the fundamental process

In the ascertainment of Truth.

I believe in Justice and Freedom.

To me Liberty is priestly and kingly;

Freedom is my Bride,

Liberty my Angel of Light,

Justice my God.

I oppose all laws of state or country,

All creeds of church and social orders,

All conventionalities of society and system

Which cross the path of the light of Freedom

Or obstruct the reign of Right.





This is a faithful self-characterization—such a man in reality is Walter Everette Hawkins. A fearless and independent and challenging spirit. He is the rare kind of man that must put everything to the severe test of absolute principles. He hates shams, hypocrisies, compromises, chicaneries, injustices. His poems are the bold and faithful expressions of his personality. Free he has ever been, free he will be ever, striking right out for freedom and truth. Such a personality is refreshing to meet, whether you encounter it in the flesh or in a book.
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