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THE PRESENT RENAISSANCE
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prove his kinship to the poetic tribe of which Lovelace and Suckling were conspicuous members:






ASK ME WHY I LOVE YOU




Ask me why I love you, dear,
And I will ask the rose

Why it loves the dews of Spring
At the Winter’s close;

Why the blossoms’ nectared sweets
Loved by questing bee,—

I will gladly answer you,
If they answer me.


Ask me why I love you, dear,
I will ask the flower

Why it loves the Summer sun,
Or the Summer shower;

I will ask the lover’s heart
Why it loves the moon,

Or the star-besprinkled skies
In a night in June.


Ask me why I love you, dear,
I will ask the vine

Why its tendrils trustingly
Round the oak entwine;

Why you love the mignonette
Better than the rue,—

If you will but answer me,
I will answer you.
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