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IN BONDAGE




I would be wandering in distant fields

Where man, and bird, and beast live leisurely,

And the old earth is kind and ever yields

Her goodly gifts to all her children free;

Where life is fairer, lighter, less demanding,

And boys and girls have time and space for play

Before they come to years of understanding,—

Somewhere I would be singing, far away;

For life is greater than the thousand wars

Men wage for it in their insatiate lust,

And will remain like the eternal stars

When all that is to-day is ashes and dust:

But I am bound with you in your mean graves,

Oh, black men, simple slaves of ruthless slaves.





Distinction of idea and phrase inheres in these poems. In them the Negro is esthetically conceived, and interpreted with vision. This is art working as it should. Mr. McKay has passion and the control of it to the ends of art. He has the poet’s insight, the poet’s understanding.

Perhaps the most arresting poem in this list, and the one most surely attesting the genius of the writer, is The Harlem Dancer. It is an achievement in portrayal sufficient by itself to establish a poetic reputation. The divination that penetrates to the secret purity of soul, or nobleness of character, through denying appearances—how rare is the faculty, and how necessary! Elsewhere I give a poem from a Negro woman which
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