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198
NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS



Universal Negro Improvement Society. This paper regularly gives a considerable portion of a page of each issue to original verse contributions. One of Mr. Razafkeriefo’s recent free-verse poems is the following, in which the style seems to me to be remarkably effective:






THE NEGRO CHURCH




That the Negro church possesses

Extraordinary power,

That it is the greatest medium

For influencing our people,

That it long has slept and faltered,

Failed to meet its obligations,

Are, to honest and true thinkers,

Facts which have to be admitted.


For these reasons there are many

Who would have the church awaken

And adopt the modern methods

Of all other institutions.

Make us more enlightened Christians,

Teach us courtesy and English,

Racial pride and sanitation,

Science, thrift and Negro history.


Yea, the preacher, like the shepherd,

Should be leader and protector,

And prepare us for the present

Just as well as for the future;

He should know more than Scriptures,

And should ever be acquainted

With all vital, daily subjects

Helpful to his congregation.
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