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En de folks dey called me lazy—my own mammy called me lazy
When, ’stid o’ gwine plowin’, I wuz fishin’ in de creek;

Took en tole de white folks ’bout it, en made er heap o’ trouble,
En all fer want o’ medersun—me bein’ mighty sick.







So, now yer knows de reason
Why I’m always loafin’ ’roun’,

When jobs is runnin’ after men
In ev’y part o’ town.

Dar’s patches on mah breeches,
En you’s er sight ter see;

Dat’s de work o’ dem same microbes,
En it kain’t be laid on me.







’Kaze de doctor he explained it, en de doctor’s book explained it,
En some Latin words explained it, en explained it mighty quick—

It’s mah lights er else mah liver, er maybe, its mah stomach—
It’s somep’n in mah insides, en it sho’ has made me sick.







En so, I hope yer’ll git yerse’f
Er washin’, now, er two,

Er get er job o’ scrubbin’
Er somp’n else ter do;

’Kaze dat doctor p’intly showed me
So I couldn’t he’p but tell

Dat dem microbes got me han’ en foot
En I jes’ kain’t git well.
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