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THE HERITAGE OF SONG
13


rhymes.[1] It is not exaggeration to say that in rhythmic and melodic effects they surpass any other body of folk-verse whatsoever. In wit, wisdom, and quaint turns of humor no other folk-rhymes equal them. Prolific, too, in such productions the race seems to have been, since so many at this late day were to be found.

It comes not within the scope of this anthology to include any of these folk-rhymes of the elder day, but a few specimens seem necessary to indicate to the young Negro who would be a poet his rich heritage of song and to the white reader what essentially poetic traits the Negro has by nature. It was “black and unknown bards,” slaves, too, who sang or said these rhymes:



Oh laugh an’ sing an’ don’t git tired.

"We’s all gwine home, some Mond’y,

To de honey pond an’ fritter trees; 

An’ ev’ry day’ll be Sund’y.





Pride, too, and a sense of values had the Negro, bond or free:






My name’s Ran, I wuks in de san’;

But I’d druther be a Nigger dan a po’ white man.


Gwinter hitch my oxes side by side,

An ’ take my gal fer a big fine ride.





After a description of anticipated pleasures and


	↑ Happily a great number of these, about three hundred and fifty, accompanied by an essay setting forth their nature, origin, and elements, are now made accessible in Negro Folk Rhymes, by Thomas W. Talley, of Fisk University; the Macmillan Company, publishers, 1922.
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