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THE HERITAGE OF SONG
41


among whatever people. He was the prophet, I say, of a new generation, a coming generation, as he was the poet of a vanishing generation. The generation of which he was the prophet-herald has arrived. Its most authentic representatives are the poets that I put forward in this volume as worthy of attention.

Dunbar’s real significance to his race has been admirably expressed not only by Corrothers but in the following lines by his biographer, Lida Keck Wiggins:



Life’s lowly were laureled with verses
And sceptered were honor and worth,

While cabins became, through the poet,
Fair homes of the lords of the earth.





So it was. But “honor and worth” yet remain, to be “sceptered.” Such poems as these few here given from the choragus of the present generation of Negro singers will suggest the kind of honor and the degree of worth to which our tribute is due.[1]








ERE SLEEP COMES DOWN TO SOOTHE THE WEARY EYES




Ere sleep comes down to soothe the weary eyes,
Which all the day with ceaseless care have sought

The magic gold which from the seeker flies;
Ere dreams put on the gown and cap of thought,








	↑ We are enabled to give the following poems by the kind permission of Dodd, Mead and Company, the publishers of Dunbar’s works.
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