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NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS




Thou hast the right to noble pride,

Whose spotless robes were purified
By blood’s severe baptism,

Upon thy brow the cross was laid,

And labor’s painful sweat-beads made
A consecrating chrism.


No other race, or white or black,

When bound as thou wert, to the rack,
So seldom stooped to grieving;

No other race, when free again,

Forgot the past and proved them men
So noble in forgiving.


Go on and up! Our souls and eyes

Shall follow thy continuous rise;
Our ears shall list thy story

From bards who from thy root shall spring,

And proudly tune their lyres to sing
Of Ethiopia’s glory.





 









WITH THE LARK




Night is for sorrow and dawn is for joy,

Chasing the troubles that fret and annoy;

Darkness for sighing and daylight for song,—

Cheery and chaste the strain, heartfelt and strong,

All the night through, though I moan in the dark,

I wake in the morning to sing with the lark.


Deep in the midnight the rain whips the leaves,

Softly and sadly the wood-spirit grieves.

But when the first hue of dawn tints the sky,

I shall shake out my wings like the birds and be dry;
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