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NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS







II. Representatives of the Present Era


I. The Cotters, Father and Son

The Father




On the Kentucky plantation where Stephen Collins Foster one June morning, when the mocking [image: ]Joseph S. Cotter, Sr. birds were singing and “the darkies were gay,” composed and his sister sang, “My Old Kentucky Home,” there was among those first delighted listeners who paused in their tasks to hear the immortal song at its birth a slave girl in whose soul were strange melodies of her own. Born of free people of color, she was bonded to the owner of this plantation, yet her soul was such as must be free. Faithful in her work, respectful and obedient, she was yet a dangerous character among slaves, being too spirited. Hence her master ordered her to leave, fearing she would demoralize discipline in the quarters. She de-
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