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work, which may fairly be considered as representative of astronomical work in g.neral, inasmuch as it was, in the opinion of the Astronomer Royal , a book of “sterling merit.”

I think that now we have accomplished something. After this we should all get along more familiarly and agreeably together. Thirteen pages of errors in one standard astronomical work are reassuring; there is a likeable fallibility here that should make for better relations. If the astronomers were what they think they are, we might as well make squeaks of disapproval against Alpine summits. As to astronomers who calculate positions of planets—of whom he was one—Newcomb, in Reminiscences of an Astronomer, says—“The men who have done it are therefore, in intellect, the select few of the human race—an aristocracy above all others in the scale of being.” We could never get along comfortably with such awful selectness as that. We are grateful to Mr. Sadler, in the cause of more comfortable relations.














[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:New_lands_-_(IA_newlands00fort).pdf/51&oldid=13189852"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 4 May 2023, at 15:44
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 4 May 2023, at 15:44.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








