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14
NOTES ON NEW ZEALAND.




every description. Auckland is only some nineteen or twenty days' run by steamer from San Francisco; this is the shortest postal route between the mother country and her colonies. A letter can now be conveyed from Auckland to Liverpool in thirty-three days, and efforts are being made by the Honourable George M'Clean, the indefatigable chairman of the Union Steamship Company, to reduce this time still further.

Going north from Auckland we pass several fine bays and harbours, but these are of no commercial importance at present, for this is the "native" country,
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