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Pharos



mechanics and keepers were housed, and its mass
was threaded by a spiral ascent, probably by a
double spiral. There may have been hydraulic
machinery in the central well for raising the fuel
to the top; otherwise we must imagine a procession of donkeys who cease not night and day to
circumambulate the spirals with loads of wood
upon their backs. The story ended in a cornice
and in statues of Tritons: here too, in great letters
of lead, was a Greek inscription mentioning the
architect: "Sostratus of Cnidus, son of Dexiphanes,
to the Saviour Gods: for sailors"—an inscription
which, despite
its simplicity, bore
a
double
meaning.
The Saviour Gods were the Dioscuri, but a courtly
observer could refer them to Ptolemy Soter and his
wife, whose worship their son was then promoting.
For the building of the lighthouse (279 B.C.) was
connected with an elaborate dynastic propaganda
known as the "As-good-as-Olympic Games," and
with a mammoth pageant which passed through
the streets of Alexandria, regardless of imagination and expense.
Nothing could be seen in the pageant,
neither
elephants nor camels nor dances
of wild men, nor allegorical females upon a car,
nor eggs that opened and disclosed the Dioscuri;
and the inscription on the first story of the Pharos
was a subtle echo of its appeal.

The second story was octagonal and entirely
filled
by the ascending spirals. The third story was circular.
Then came the lantern. The lantern is
a puzzle, because a bonfire and delicate scientific
instruments appear to have shared its narrow
area.
Visitors speak, for instance, of a mysterious
"mirror"
up
there,
which was even more
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