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CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA




When the assertions that were made at one time
and another in the uplands of Palestine descended
from their home, and, taking the ancient caravan
route, crossed the River of Egypt and approached
Alexandria, they entered into a new spiritual
atmosphere where they were obliged to transform
themselves or to perish. The atmosphere was not
hostile to the assertions, indeed it welcomed them,
but it insisted that, however unphilosophic they
might be, they should wear the philosophic dress,
that they should take some account of the assertions
that had arrived previously, should recognize the
existence of libraries and museums, should approach
with circumspection the souls of the rich. Under
these conditions they might remain. And exactly
the same thing happened on two distinct occasions.
We are here concerned with the second of the
occasions, but it is convenient to glance at the
first; it was soon after Alexandria had been
founded, and Jews were flocking to her markets.
An unexpected problem confronted them. Jehovah
had said, "I Am that I Am," and so long as they
remained in Palestine this seemed enough. But
now they had to face disquieting comments, such
as "This statement predicates existence merely,"
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