
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Pharos and Pharillon.pdf/50

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.
44
Pharos



Alexander.He has invited some clergymen to
lunch, and they are late.

Bishops existed then in a profusion
we
can
scarcely conceive.
Every large village produced
one, and they even went so far as to disorganize
the postal service by galloping about in troops
upon the government horses. But he of Alexandria
was a bishop of no ordinary brand. He bore the
title of
"Patriarch of all the Preaching of St.
Mark," and a prestige that only Rome challenged.
If he lived in these slums, it was because historical
associations detained him.
The sainted shoemaker
Annianus had plied his trade hard by.
A church
to the right—St. Theonas'—had been built by
another local saint. Here were the origins of his
power, but its field lay elsewhere eastward among
the splendours of the town; southward, hundreds
of miles southward, up the valley of the Nile.
The whole of Egypt was ripe for Christianity.
A
magnificent prize!

The waters of the harbour, placid and slightly
stale, came almost up to his house. He gazed at
them, and at the grubby beach where some little
boys were playing. They were playing at going
to church.
They were poor, they had no toys,
and, since railway trains did not exist, going to
church was the only game they could command.
Indeed, it is a fascinating game. Even Anglican
nurseries have succumbed to it.
Scantily robed,
they processed and inclined, and the Bishop, being
not Anglican, but African, only smiled. Boys will
be boys!
He was specially diverted by their
leader, a skinny but sportive youth, who would
take his flock for a
swim and,
diving, reappear
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