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THE CONTEST FOR THE EUPHRATES
147


In 2 b.c. Musa took the final step to secure for her son Phraataces the throne of Parthia; Phraates, now an old man, was poisoned.[1] Artavasdes, established by Roman aid on the Armenian throne, was looked upon with disfavor by many of his subjects and certainly by the Parthians. A coalition of these two groups drove him from the throne about 1 b.c., and Tigranes and his sister-wife again secured control.[2] If Rome was to maintain her sphere of influence in Armenia and her prestige in the Near East, immediate action was imperative. At the moment Augustus had few whom he could trust to cope with this new development. His grandson Gaius was put in command of the forces sent to restore Roman authority. Someone, perhaps Isidore of Charax, was commissioned to secure information about the East—a definite indication that the government was awakening to the inadequacy of the Roman military intelligence service.[3]
When the news of the advance of Gaius reached Parthia, Phraataces sent an embassy to Augustus


	↑ The earliest coins of Phraataces are dated early in 310 s.e.; see Wroth, Parthia, pp. xl and 136.

	↑ Tac. Ann. ii. 4; Dio Cass. lv. 10. 18; Vell. Pat. ii. 100. i; cf. Mon. Ancyr. v (27).

	↑ Pliny Hist. nat. vi. 141; E. Herzfeld, "Sakastan," AMI, IV (1932), 4–8. Cf. Rostovtzeff in CAH, XI, 126, who dates Isidore in the time of Pliny (d. a.d. 79). His argument is based on the mention of an Artabazus, king of Characene, in Lucian Long. 16. But no coins of this king are known, and information given by Isidore does not otherwise extend beyond Augustus' time. See PW, art. "Mesene," cols. 1091 f.
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