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RUDIN




are all so drawn-out; if you sneeze, he will 
begin at once to explain to you exactly why 
you sneezed and did not cough. If he praises 
you, it’s just as if he were creating you a 
prince. If he begins to abuse himself, he 
humbles himself into the dust—come, one 
thinks, he will never dare to face the light of day 
after that. Not a bit of it! It only cheers him up, 
as if he’d treated himself to a glass of grog.’

Pandalevsky was a little afraid of Rudin, and 
cautiously tried to win his favour. Volintsev had 
got on to curious terms with him. Rudin called 
him a knight-errant, and sang his praises to his 
face and behind his back; but Volintsev could 
not bring himself to like him and always felt an 
involuntary impatience and annoyance when 
Rudin devoted himself to enlarging on his good 
points in his presence. ‘Is he making fun of 
me?’ he thought, and he felt a throb of hatred 
in his heart. He tried to keep his feelings in 
check, but in vain; he was jealous of him on 
Natalya’s account. And Rudin himself, though 
he always welcomed Volintsev with effusion, 
though he called him a knight-errant, and 
borrowed money from him, did not feel exactly
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