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RUDIN




But Rudin did not seem to care much about 
her understanding, so long as she listened to 
him. His intimacy with Natalya was not altogether 
pleasing to Darya Mihailovna. ‘However,’ 
she thought, ‘let her chatter away with 
him in the country. She amuses him as a little 
girl now. There is no great harm in it, and, at 
any rate, it will improve her mind. At Petersburg 
I will soon put a stop to it.’

Darya Mihailovna was mistaken. Natalya did 
not chatter to Rudin like a school-girl; she 
eagerly drank in his words, she tried to penetrate 
to their full significance; she submitted 
her thoughts, her doubts to him; he became 
her leader, her guide. So far, it was only the 
brain that was stirred, but in the young the 
brain is not long stirred alone. What sweet 
moments Natalya passed when at times in the 
garden on the seat, in the transparent shade of 
the aspen tree, Rudin began to read Goethe’s 
Faust, Hoffman, or Bettina’s letters, or Novalis, 
constantly stopping and explaining what seemed 
obscure to her. Like almost all Russian girls, 
she spoke German badly, but she understood it 
well, and Rudin was thoroughly imbued with
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