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RUDIN




to say—of boys, and not well-informed boys. 
Philosophy, art, science, and even life itself 
were all mere words to us—ideas if you like, fascinating 
and magnificent ideas, but disconnected 
and isolated. The general connection of those 
ideas, the general principle of the universe we 
knew nothing of, and had had no contact with, 
though we discussed it vaguely, and tried to 
form an idea of it for ourselves. As we listened 
to Rudin, we felt for the first time as if we had 
grasped it at last, this general connection, as if 
a veil had been lifted at last! Even admitting 
he was not uttering an original thought—what 
of that! Order and harmony seemed to be 
established in all we knew; all that had been 
disconnected seemed to fall into a whole, to 
take shape and grow like a building before our 
eyes, all was full of light and inspiration everywhere. 

. . . Nothing remained meaningless and 
undesigned, in everything wise design and 
beauty seemed apparent, everything took a 
clear and yet mystic significance; every 
isolated event of life fell into harmony, and 
with a kind of holy awe and reverence and 
sweet emotion we felt ourselves to be, as it
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