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44
THE COMPLETE WORKS OF SONSHI.



Wind that rises in the day lasts long. Wind that
rises in the night time quickly passes away.

If the peculiarities of the five burnings are known,
and the almanac studied, then, when the army brings
fire to the attack, victory is clear.

The attack assisted by water is strong.

Water may be used to divide the enemy in two ; but
it only causes him temporary inconvenience. For, a
victory or a capture which has no important results,
and from which the enemy quickly recovers, is to be
condemned. The war drags on, and money is spent.

Let the enlightened Lord consider well; and the
good general keep the main object in view. If no
advantage is to be gained thereby do not move;
without prospect of victory, do not use the soldiers;
fight not unless the country be endangered.

War should not be undertaken because the Lord is

in a moment of passion. The general must not fight
nursing passion in his heart.

Do not make war unless victory may be gained
thereby; if there be prospect of victory move, if there
is no prospect do not move.

For anger may change to gladness, passion to joy:
but a country once overturned, cannot be restored;
the dead cannot be brought to life.

Wherefore, the enlightened Lord is circumspect,
and the good general takes good heed; then is the
country tranquil, and the army preserved intact.
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