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the top of the palace, and immediately disappeared.

As the king-stood confused and astonished
at this strange adventure, he suddenly found
a mist before his eyes, and himself lifted up
in the air by some extraordinary power: for
the Desert Fairy had fallen in love with
him. To secure him for herself, therefore,
she carried him to a frightful cavern, hoping
he would there forget All-Fair, and tried
many artifices to complete her designs. But
finding this scheme ineffectual, she resolved
to carry him to a place altogether as pleasant
as the other was terrible; and accordingly
set him by herself in a chariot drawn by 
swans. In passing through the air, he had
the unspeakable surprise to see his adored
princess in a castle of polished steel, leaning
her head on one hand, and wiping away the
tears with the other. She happened to look
up, and had the mortification to see the king
sitting by the fairy, who then, by her art,
made herself appear extremely beautiful.
Had not the king been sensible of the fairy’s
power, he would certainly then have tried to
free himself from her. At last they came
to a stately palace, fenced on one side by
walls of emeralds, and on the other by a
boisterous sea.

The king, by pretending to be in love
with the fairy, obtained liberty to walk by
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