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till the White Cat, guessing the reason, 
assured him that there were no rats nor mice
in any thing that was set before him.
As the prince was admiring this beautiful cat,
he observed a small picture hanging upon her foot.
He asked her to show it him;
and how great was his surprise to see a
charming young man very much resembling 
himself! yet, observing the White Cat to
sigh, he was afraid at that time to satisfy
his curiosity concerning it, and so endeavoured 
to divert her by entertaining conversation, 
in which he found her to be extremely
sensible, and acquainted with every thing
that passed in the world. He slept every 
night in an apartment hung with tapestry
made of the wings of butterflies, on a bed
of the most delicious flowers, and every day
was spent in the most delightful amusement
In this manner almost a year slipped away
insensibly; and the prince entirely forgot
his native home and the little dog he was to
carry to his father. But the White Cat
knew when he was to return; and one day,
as they were walking together in a grove
near the palace,  "Do you remember, prince,"
said she, "the promise you made your
father? Your brothers have already procured 
some curious little dogs, and there remain 
but three days for you to find one
more beautiful, or lose a kingdom." These
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