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CHAPTER L.

 


 þá eymdir stríđa á sorgfullt sinn, 
og svipur mótgángs um vánga riđa,
 og bakivendir þér veröldin, 
og vellyst brosir ađ pínum qvíđa;
 peink allt er knöttótt, og hverfast lætr,
 sá hló í dag er á morgun grætr;
   Alt jafnar sig! 
Sigurd Peterson.






 

IT is impossible for the historian, with even the best intentions, to control events or compel the persons of his narrative to act wisely or to be successful. It is easy to see how things might have been better managed; a very little change here and there would have made a very different history of this one now in hand.

If Philip had adopted some regular profession, even some trade, he might now be a prosperous editor or a conscientious plumber, or an honest lawyer, and have borrowed money at the saving's bank and built a cottage, and be now furnishing it for the occupancy of Ruth and himself. Instead of this, with only a smattering of civil engineering, he is at his mother's house, fretting and fuming over his ill-luck, and the hardness and dishonesty of men, and thinking of nothing but how to get the coal out of the Ilium hills.


If Senator Dilworthy had not made that visit to Hawkeye, the Hawkins family and Col. Sellers would not now be dancing attendance upon Congress, and endeavoring to tempt that immaculate body into one of those appropriations, for
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