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THE HAPPY HYPOCRITE




“Madam,” rejoined Lord George, with a tremor in his voice, “you see me happy, living very peacefully with my bride———”

“To whom, I beseech you, old friend, present me.”

“I would not,” he said hotly, “desecrate her sweet name by speaking it with so infamous a name as yours.”

“Your choler hurts me, old friend,” said La Gambogi, sinking composedly upon the garden-seat and smoothing the silk of her skirts.

“Jenny,” said George, “then do you retire, pending this lady’s departure, to the cottage.” But Jenny clung to his arm, “I were less frightened at your side,” she whispered. “Do not send me away!”


“Suffer her pretty presence,” said La Gambogi, “Indeed I am come this long way from the heart of the town, that I may see her, no less than you, George, My wish is only to befriend her. Why should she not set you a mannerly example, giving me welcome? Come and sit by me, little bride, for I have things to tell you. Though you reject my friendship, give me, at least, the slight courtesy of audience. I will not detain you overlong, will be gone very soon. Are you expecting guests, George?” On dirait une masque champetre! She eyed
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