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your fairness as well as your wisdom, all on a sudden unexpectedly
concluded by saying that "he would not refuse a
request of the senate for Marcellus, even in view of the
character of the individual." In the next place, the senate
had arranged, as soon as the case of Marcellus had been
mentioned by L. Piso, and Gaius Marcellus[1] had thrown
himself at Cæsar's feet, that it should rise en masse and
approach Cæsar in a suppliant attitude. Ask no questions:
this day appeared to me to be so fair that I seemed to be
seeing some shadow of a reviving Republic. Accordingly,
when all who were called up before had moved a vote of
thanks to Cæsar, except Volcatius—for he said that if he
had been in Cæsar's place he would not have done it—I,
when called on, abandoned my resolution. For I had determined,
not, by Hercules, from lack of interest, but because
I missed my old position in the house, to maintain unbroken
silence. This resolution of mine gave way before Cæsar's
magnanimity and the senate's display of devotion. I therefore
delivered a speech of thanks to Cæsar at some length,
and I am afraid that I have robbed myself of an honourable
abstention from business in other cases as well, which was
my one consolation in misfortune. However, since I have
avoided offending him, who perhaps would have thought, if
I never opened my mouth, that I regarded the constitution as
in abeyance, I will do this without transgressing the bounds
of moderation; or rather I shall keep some way this side of
them, so as to satisfy his wishes without infringing upon my
literary employments. For, though from my earliest youth
every branch of study and liberal learning, and above all
philosophy, has been a delight to me, yet this taste grows
stronger daily: partly, I presume, because my time of life is
now at its full maturity for wisdom, and partly owing to the
corruption of the times, which makes everything else incapable
of relieving my mind of its sorrows. From a similar
pursuit I gather from your letter that you are being distracted
by business. But, after all, by this time the night hours will


	↑ C. Claudius Marcellus, consul B.C. 50, who was married to Cæsar's
great-niece Octavia. Though he had handed over the two legions sent
by Cæsar on pretext of the Parthian war to Pompey, he seems yet to have
taken no part in the war of B.C. 49-48 (Cæs. B. G. viii. 48, 55). He
was cousin (not brother) of M. Marcellus.
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