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B.C. 46, ÆT. 60
help you somewhat. Your, or rather our, Servius is exceedingly
attentive to me; and I am charmed not only with his
universal integrity and the remarkable excellence of his
character, but also by his devotion to study and learning.
He often discusses with me whether you should stay where
you are or quit your province. At present my opinion is
that we should do nothing except just what Cæsar appears
to wish. Things are in such a state that, supposing you to
be at Rome, nothing could possibly give you any pleasure
except your own family. As for the rest, the best feature in
the situation is Cæsar himself: all else is of such a kind, that,
if you must do one or the other, you would prefer hearing
to seeing them. This advice of mine is not at all consonant
with my feelings, for I long to see you, but I am consulting
for your own interests.





CCCCXCIV  (F IV, 11)

MARCUS MARCELLUS TO CICERO (AT ROME)

Mitylene (October)



That your influence has ever had the greatest weight with
me everything that has occurred has given you reason to
know, but nothing so clearly as the recent transaction. For
though C. Marcellus, my very affectionate cousin, not only
advised me, but besought me in moving terms, he failed to
persuade me. It was only your letter that induced me to
follow the advice that you and he gave in preference to every
other. Your letters describe to me the nature of the debate
in the senate. Though your congratulation is exceedingly
acceptable to me, because it proceeds from the kindest of
hearts, yet there is one thing still more delightful and gratifying
to me—namely, that while I have so few friends, relations,
or connexions to take a sincere interest in my safety,
I have had reason to know that you desire my company and
have shewn in a practical way an unparalleled devotion to
my interest. Everything else is as you say. And consider-
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