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B.C. 46, ÆT. 60
man, that I should regard him as already sufficiently recommended
to you by his own character. Yet, if this is so, I
beg you earnestly that any inclination, which you have already
conceived for him before getting my letter, may be enhanced
to the highest possible degree by my recommendation.
But if, owing to his retiring character, he has not put himself
in your way or you have not yet become sufficiently acquainted
with him, or if there is any reason of any sort for
his wanting a warmer recommendation, I hereby recommend
him to you, with a zeal as great and for reasons as
sound as I could have for recommending anyone in the world.
And I shall be acting in this as those are bound to act who
recommend conscientiously and disinterestedly: for I shall
be pledging my word to you, or rather I do hereby pledge
my word and take upon me to promise, that the character
of Manius Curius, and his culture no less than his honesty,
are of such a nature that, if once he becomes known to you,
you will think him deserving of your friendship and of such
an earnest recommendation. I, at any rate, shall be exceedingly
gratified, if I find that this letter has had the
weight with you which, as I write, I feel confident that it
will have.





DXI (F XIII, 18)

TO SERVIUS SULPICIUS RUFUS (IN ACHAIA)

Rome



I will not allow that your most kind and courteous letter
to Atticus—whom I see to be transported with delight—was
more gratifying to him than to myself. For, though it was
almost equally pleasing to us both, yet I was the more
struck with admiration of the two. You would, of course,
have made a courteous answer to Atticus if asked, or at
least reminded: but (as for my part I never doubted that
you would do) you spontaneously wrote to him, and, without
his expecting it, offered him so warm an expression
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