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DLVI (A XII, 21)

TO ATTICUS (AT ROME)

Astura (17 March)



I have read Brutus's letter, and hereby return it to you. It
was not at all a well-informed answer to the criticisms which
you had sent him. But that is his affair. Yet it is discreditable
that he should be ignorant of this. He thinks that
Cato was the first to deliver his speech as to the punishment
of the conspirators, whereas everyone except Cæsar had
spoken before him. And whereas Cæsar's own speech, delivered
from the prætorian bench, was so severe, he imagines
that those of the consulars were less so—Catulus, Servilius,
the Luculli, Curio, Torquatus, Lepidus, Gellius, Volcatius,
Figulus, Cotta, Lucius Cæsar, Gaius Piso, Manius Glabrio,
and even the consuls-designate Silanus and Muræna.
"Why, then," you may say, "was the vote on Cato's
motion?" Because he had expressed the same decision in
clearer and fuller words. Our friend Brutus again confines
his commendation of me to my having brought the matter
before the senate, without a word of my having unmasked
the plot, of my having urged that measures should be taken,
of having made up my mind on the subject before I brought
it before the senate. It was because Cato praised these
proceedings of mine to the skies, and moved that they
should be put on record, that the division took place on his
motion. Brutus again thinks he pays me a high compliment
in designating me as "the most excellent consul." Why, what
opponent ever put it in more niggardly terms? But to your
other criticisms what a poor answer! He only asks you to
make the correction as to the decree of the senate. He
would have done that much even at the suggestion of his
copyist. But once more that is his affair.

As to the suburban pleasure-grounds, as you approve of
them, come to some settlement. You know my means.
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