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B.C. 45, ÆT. 61
as you ask me to tell you what I really think: for I don't
want my brother Quintus to have any trouble, and in that I
think I have gathered that you agree with me. If Publilius
is waiting for the æquinox—as you say that Aledius tells you—I
think he must be on the point of sailing. He told me,
however, that he was going by way of Sicily.[1] Which of the
two it is, and when, I should like to know. And I should
like you some time or other, when convenient to yourself,
to see young Lentulus,[2] and assign to his service such of the
slaves as you may think right. Love to Pilia and Attica.





DLXIV (A XII, 29)

TO ATTICUS (AT ROME)

Astura, 25 March



Silius, you say, sees you to-day. To-morrow therefore, or
rather as soon as you can, you will write and tell me, if
there is anything to tell after you have seen him. I neither
avoid Brutus, nor after all expect any consolation from him.
But there are reasons for my not wishing to be at Rome at
the present juncture; and if those reasons remain in force,
I must find some excuse with Brutus, and as at present
advised they seem likely to remain in force. About the
suburban pleasure-grounds do, I beseech you, come to some
conclusion. The main point is what you know it to be.
Another thing is that I want something of the sort for myself:
for I cannot exist in a crowd, nor yet remain away
from you. For this plan of mine I find nothing more suitable
than the spot you mention, and on that matter pray tell
me what you advise.


	↑ Publilius, brother of Cicero's second wife, was going to Africa.
The question is whether he is going by the long sea voyage from Rome,
or the overland route by Sicily.

	↑ The young son of Dolabella and Tullia, of whose birth see vol. ii.,
p. 403. Dolabella had been adopted into the plebeian family of
Lentulus in B.C. 49 in order to obtain the tribuneship. Hence his son's
name.
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