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in the welfare of that town. Since your departure, however,
as a question has arisen as to a matter of great importance
to this most respectable town—very closely connected with
me—and as to the performance of a duty on my part, I
thought I ought to write to you in more explicit terms. I
am quite aware, however, of the nature of the circumstances
and the limits of your power, and clearly understand that
what Caesar has assigned to you is the transaction of a
certain business, not the exercise of judicial powers.[1] Therefore
I only ask of you as much as I think that you have
both the power and the will to do for my sake. And to
begin with I would have you consider—what is the fact—that
the whole wealth of the town consists of that rent, while
in the present state of affairs it is hard-pressed by very
serious burdens, and is labouring under the greatest difficulties.
Although this seems to be a misfortune common to
many others, I assure you that certain special calamities have
befallen this particular municipality, which I don't specify for
fear that, while bewailing the miseries of my own connexions,
I should seem to be casting a reflexion upon certain persons
upon whom I have no wish to do so. Accordingly, if I had
not had a strong hope of our being able to secure the approval
of Gaius Cæsar for the plea of this town, there would
have been no reason for my making an effort at this time
to secure any favour from you. But because I feel sure
that he will take into consideration both the respectability
of the town and the justice of its case, and also its good
disposition towards himself, I have not hesitated to urge
upon you to reserve this cause for his decision. This request
I should nevertheless have made to you if I had never
heard of your having done anything of the sort; yet I did
conceive a stronger hope of gaining my request when I was
told that the people of Regium had obtained the same favour
from you. Although these latter have a certain connexion
with you, yet your affection for me compels me to hope that
the indulgence you extend to your own friends you will also
extend to mine: especially as these are the only ones for
whom I prefer the request, whereas I have a considerable


	↑ That is, Cæsar has commissioned him to divide certain lands, not
to decide which are to be divided.
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