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MAHABHARATA



poured showers that refreshed the tired gods. And flowers that also fell on all sides of the celestials from the crees on the whitling Mandara, refreshed them,

"Then O Brahmana, out of the deep came a tremendous roar like unto the roar of the clouds at the Universal Dissolution. Diverse aquatic animals being crushed by the great mountain gave up the ghost in the salt waters. And many denizens of the lower regions and the world of Varuna were killed. Large trees abounding with birds on the whirling Mandara were torn up by the roots and fell into the water. The mutual friction of those trees also produced fires that blazed up frequently. The mountain thus looked like a mass of dark clouds charged with lightning O Brahmana, the fire spread, and consumed the lions, elephants and other creatures that were on the mountain. Then Indra extinguished that fire by pouring down heavy showers.

"After the churning, O Brahmana, had gone on for some time, gummy exudations of various trees and herbs vested with the properties of amrita mingled with the waters of the Ocean. And the celestials attained to immortality by drinking of the water mixed with those gums and with the liquid extract of gold. By degrees, the milky water of the agitated deep turned into clarified butter by virtue of those gums and juices. But nectar did not appear even then. The gods came before the boon-granting Brahman seated on his seat and said, -'Sire, we are spent up, we have not any strength left to churn further. Nectar hath not yet arisen so that now we have no resource save Narayana l'

"On hearing them, Brahman said to Narayana, 'O Lord, condescend to grant the gods strength to churn the deep afresh r'

"Then Narayana agreeing to grant their various prayers, said, 'Ye wise ones, I grant ye sufficient strength! Go, put the mountain in position again and churn the water l'

"Re-established thus in strength, the gods recommenced churning. After a while, the mild Moon of a thousand rays emerged from the Ocean. Thereafter sprung forth Lakshmi dressed in white, then Soma, then the White Steed, and then the celestial gem Kaustubha which graces the breast of Narayana. Then Lakshmi, Soma and the Steed, fleet as the mind, all came before the gods on high. Then arose the divine Dhanwantari himself with the wbite vessel of nectar in his hand. And seeing him, the Asuras set up a loud cry, saying. 'It be ours.'

"And at length rose the great elephant, Airavata, of buge body and with two pair of white tusks, And him took Indra the wielder of the thunder-bolt. But with the churning still going on, poison Kalakuta appeared at last. Engulfing the Earth it suddenly blazed up like a fire attended with fumes. And by the scent of the fearful Kalakuta, the
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