
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:The New Negro.pdf/352

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.
308
THE NEW NEGRO





sixty million dollars. These figures are amazing, especially
when we take into account the short time in which they have
been piled up. Twenty years ago Negroes were begging for
the privilege of renting a flat in Harlem. Fifteen years ago
barely a half dozen colored men owned real property in all
Manhattan. And down to ten years ago the amount that had
been acquired in Harlem was comparatively negligible. Today Negro Harlem is practically owned by Negroes.

The question naturally arises, “Are the Negroes going to be
able to hold Harlem?” If they have been steadily driven
northward for the past hundred years and out of less desirable
sections, can they hold this choice bit of Manhattan Island?
It is hardly probable that Negroes will hold Harlem indefinitely, but when they are forced out it will not be for the
same reasons that forced them out of former quarters in New
York City. The situation is entirely different and without
precedent. When colored people do leave Harlem, their
homes, their churches, their investments and their businesses,
it will be because the land has bcome so valuable they can no
longer afford to live on it. But the date of another move
northward is very far in the future. What will Harlem be and become in the meantime? Is there danger that the Negro may lose his economic status in New York and be unable to hold his property? Will Harlem become merely a famous ghetto, or will it be a center of intellectual, cultural and economic forces exerting an influence throughout the world, especially upon Negro peoples? Will it become a point of friction between the races in New York?

I think there is less danger to the Negroes of New York of losing out economically and industrially than to the Negroes of any large city in the North. In most of the big industrial centers Negroes are engaged in gang labor. They are employed by thousands in the stockyards in Chicago, by thousands in the automobile plants in Detroit; and in those cities they are likely to be the first to be let go, and in thousands, with every business depression. In New York there is hardly such a thing as gang labor among Negroes, except among the longshoremen, and it is in the longshoremen's unions, above all
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