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others, that Negroes stand on an equal footing. Employment among Negroes in New York is highly diversified; in the main they are employed more as individuals than as non-integral parts of a gang. Furthermore, Harlem is gradually becoming more and more a self-supporting community. Negroes there are steadily branching out into new businesses and enterprises in which Negroes are employed. So the danger of great numbers of Negroes being thrown out of work at once, with a resulting economic crisis among them, is less in New York than in most of the large cities of the North to which Southern migrants have come.

These facts have an effect which goes beyond the economic
and industrial situation. They have a direct bearing on the
future character of Harlem and on the question as to whether
Harlem will be a point of friction between the races in New
York. It is true that Harlem is a Negro community, well
defined and stable; anchored to its fixed homes, churches,
institutions, business and amusement places; having its own
working, business and professional classes. It is experiencing
a constant growth of group consciousness and community feeling. Harlem is, therefore, in many respects, typically Negro.
It has many unique characteristics. It has movement, color,
gayety, singing, dancing, boisterous laughter and loud talk.
One of its outstanding features is brass band parades. Hardly
a Sunday passes but that there are several of these parades of
which many are gorgeous with regalia and insignia. Almost
any excuse will do—the death of an humble member of the
Elks, the laying of a cornerstone, the "turning out of the
order of this or that. In many of these characteristics it is
similar to the Italian colony. But withal, Harlem grows more
metropolitan and more a part of New York all the while. Why
is it then that its tendency is not to become a mere "quarter”?

I shall give three reasons that seem to me to be important in their order. First, the language of Harlem is not alien; it is not Italian or Yiddish; it is English. Harlem talks American, reads American, thinks American. Second, Harlem is not physically a "quarter.” It is not a section cut off. It is merely a zone through which four main arteries of the city
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