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THE NEW NEGRO





and pride which makes otherwise intolerable situations bearable for the home-staying majorities.

Just as the West Indian has been a sort of leaven in the
American loaf, so the American Negro is beginning to play
a reciprocal rôle in the life of the foreign Negro communities,
as for instance, the recent championing of the rights of Haiti
and Liberia and the Virgin Islands, as well as the growing
resentment at the treatment of natives in the African colonial
dependencies. This world-wide reaction of the darker races to
their common as well as local grievances is one of the most
significant facts of recent development. Exchange of views
and sympathy, extension and co-operation of race organizations
beyond American boundaries, principally in terms of economic
and educational projects, but also to a limited extent in political
affairs, are bound to develop on a considerable scale in the near
future. Formerly, ties have been almost solely through the
medium of church missionary enterprises.

It has been asserted that the movement headed by the most-advertised of all West Indians, Marcus Garvey, absentee "president of the continent of Africa, represents the attempt of West Indian peasants to solve the American race problem. This is no more true than it would be to say that the editorial attitude of The Crisis during the war reflected the spirit of American Negroes respecting their grievances or that the late Booker T. Washington successfully delimited the educational aspirations of his people. The support given Garvey by a certain type of his countrymen is partly explained by their group reaction to attacks made upon him because of his nationality. On the other hand, the earliest and most persistent exposures of Garvey's multitudinous schemes were initiated by West Indians in New York like Cyril Briggs and the writer. 

Prejudice against West Indians is in direct ratio to their number; hence its strength in New York where they are heavily concentrated. It is not unlike the hostility between Englishmen and Americans of the same racial stock. It is to be expected that the feeling will always be more or less present between the immigrant and the native born. However it does not extend to the children of the two groups, as they are subject to
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